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wholly exceptional cases, cases of men such as are not alive
at this particular time, it is only possible in any event that
a comparatively few people can have this feeling for any
length of time. But it is a good thing if as many as possible
feel it even for a short time, and it is surely a good thing
that those whom we love should feel it as long as they too
live.

"I should be quite unable to tell you why I think it would
be pleasant to feel that one has lived manfully and honor-
ably when the time comes after which all things are the
same to every man; yet I am very sure that it is well so to
feel, that it is well to have lived so that at the end it may
be possible to know that on the whole one's duties had not
been shirked, that there has been no flinching from foes, no
lack of gentleness and loyalty to friends, and a reasonable
measure of success in the effort to do the task allotted.
This is just the kind of feeling that President Eliot's hero
had the right to have; and a Justice of the Supreme Court
or a President or a General or an Admiral, may be mighty
thankful if at the end he has earned a similar right!''

No President, and no other public man anywhere, was
ever more photographed than Eoosevelt, and it is interest-
ing to see from a letter, written on November 18, 1904, to
E. W. Gilder, editor of the Century Magazine, what his
feelings on the subject really were:

"I do not want to begin to have new photographs taken.
If I do it in one case, I must do it in others. In the first
place, it is an intolerable nuisance; and in the next place it
creates a false impression. People do not realize that I do
not like to sit for photographs and that it is only a good-
natured acquiescence on my part when I do. NQW there is
not the slightest need of a new photograph. Dozens of
excellent ones have been taken. Take any one of these.
It will do just exactly as well."

When Joseph H. Choate resigned the ambassadorship to
England, the President, on December 24, 1904, wrote to
him this cordially appreciative letter: